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DETAILED ACTION 
Acknowledgment 

1 . This Office Action is responsive to the arguments filed on December 04, 2008. 
Thus, claims 1, 3-6, 10-15 and 20-21 are pending in this application 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
12/04/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 10, 1 1 , 20 and 21 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 3-6, 10-15 and 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sie et al. (U.S. Patent No. 7,240,359) in view of Fuller (U.S. Patent 
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No. 5,818,512) Bendinelli et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,792,618) and Vasilevsky et al. (U.S. 
Publication No. 2005/0166258). 

Regarding claims 1, 10 and 20, Sie et al. discloses a receiving apparatus (see 
fig 5 (120)) which can switch (see col. 7, lines 7-9, the remote control is used to switch 
to the selected channel) and receive a plurality of stream data (see col. 6, lines 29-32, 
the set top box receives programs from the satellite dish), comprising: 

reproducing means (see fig 5 (524)) for reproducing the received stream data 
(see col. 6, lines 55-65); 

switching means for switching an input between an input from said reproducing 
means (program on television) and another input (prerecorded version) (see col. 21, 
lines 1-11); and 

communicating means for communicating (request) with a transmitting source 
(server) of said stream data (program) (see col. 2, lines 13-18), 

wherein in the case where said input is switched from the input from said 
reproducing means to said another input by said switching means during the 
reproduction of said stream data by said reproducing means (see col. 1, lines 65-col. 2, 
line 8), 

in the case where said input is switched again from another input to an output 
from said reproducing means by said switching means (see col. 1 , lines 65-col. 2, line 8, 
switching can be done repeatedly from one input or channel to another). 

However, Sie et al. fails to specifically discloses a stop request to stop 
transmission of said stream data is transmitted to the transmitting source of said stream 
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data by said communicating means, a start request to start the reproduction of said 
stream data from a position where the transmission of said stream data has been 
stopped is transmitted to said transmitting source of said stream data by said 
communicating means, each transmitting source having a URL and history storing 
means for storing the URL of the transmitting source of the stream data and a stop point 
for each stream data that is stopped. 

Fuller discloses a stop request to stop transmission of said stream data is 
transmitted to the transmitting source (video server) of said stream data by said 
communicating means (see col. 15, lines 65- col. 16, line 3), and 

a start request to start the reproduction of said stream data from a position where 
the transmission of said stream data has been stopped is transmitted to said 
transmitting source of said stream data by said communicating means (see col. 15, 
lines 39-56). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Sie et al.'s invention with the above 
mentioned limitation as taught by Fuller for the advantage of going back to old channels 
at the point where the viewer left off. 

However, Sie et al. and Fuller fail to specifically disclose each transmitting source 
having a URL and history storing means for storing the URL of the transmitting source 
of the stream data and a stop point for each stream data that is stopped. 

Bendinelli et al. discloses each transmitting source having a URL (see col. 2, 
lines 1-4, col. 5, lines 32-40) and history storing means for storing the URL of the 



Application/Control Number: 10/522,922 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2425 

transmitting source of the stream data and a stop point for each stream data that is 
stopped (see cited portion, but not limited to col. 4, lines 15-43, col. 5, lines 8-31, the 
memory (20) stores the URL of a television program and also stores particular stop 
points of the portions of the same program). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Sie et al. and Fuller's invention with the 
above mentioned limitation as taught by Bendinelli et al. for the advantage of identifying 
the stop area of a program. 

However, Sie et al. Fuller et al., and Bendinelli et al. fails to specifically disclose 
stream switching means for switching between two inputs from said reproducing means, 
said stream switching means pausing a first stream data at a stop point of the first 
stream data and reproducing a second stream data from a stop point of the second 
stream data when the stream switching means is actuated to change from the first 
stream data to the second stream data, said history storing means storing both the stop 
point of the first stream data and the stop point of the second stream data. 

Vasilevsky et al. discloses stream switching means for switching between two 
inputs from said reproducing means, said stream switching means pausing a first 
stream data at a stop point of the first stream data and reproducing a second stream 
data from a stop point of the second stream data when the stream switching means is 
actuated to change from the first stream data to the second stream data, said history 
storing means storing both the stop point of the first stream data and the stop point of 
the second stream data (see paragraph 0058, fig 0007, fig 1 (162)). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Sie et al., Fuller and Bendinelli et al.'s 
invention with the above mentioned limitation as taught by Vasilevsky et al. for the 
advantage of identifying the stop areas of both programs. 

Regarding claim 3, Sie at al., Fuller, Bendinelli et al. and Vasilevsky et al. 
disclose everything claimed as applied above {see claim 1). Sie et al. discloses the 
receiving apparatus (see fig 5 (120)) wherein the reception of the stream data and the 
transmission of said stop request (col. 15, line 43) or said start request (see col. 16, line 
7, reactivate) are executed by different communicating means (see col. 15, lines 39-col. 
16, lines 12). 

Regarding claim 4, Sie at al., Fuller, Bendinelli et al. and Vasilevsky et al. 
disclose everything claimed as applied above {see claim 1). Sie et al. discloses the 
receiving apparatus (see fig 5 (120)). 

Fuller discloses in the case of transmitting said start request, an address (unique 
address) of an apparatus (room terminal, 208) is transmitted together with said start 
request (see col. 14, lines 66-col. 16, line 12). 

Regarding claim 5, Sie at al., Fuller, Bendinelli et al. and Vasilevsky et al. 
disclose everything claimed as applied above {see claim 1). Sie et al. discloses the 
receiving apparatus (see fig 5 (120)). 
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Fuller discloses in the case of transmitting said start request, information of said 
transmitting source (col. 15, line 15, "channel 15") is transmitted together with said start 
request (see col. 15, lines 11 -col. 16, line 12). 

Regarding claim 6, Sie at al., Fuller, Bendinelli et al. and Vasilevsky et al. 
disclose everything claimed as applied above (see claim 1). Sie et al. discloses the 
receiving apparatus (see fig 5 (120)). 

Fuller discloses in the case of transmitting said start request, information showing 
the stream data (program) is transmitted together with said start request (see col. 16, 
lines 1-12). 

Regarding claim 11, Sie et al. discloses a stream distribution system for 
distributing stream data (see col. 6, lines 1-9) to a receiving apparatus (see fig 5 (120)) 
which can switch (see col. 7, lines 7-9, the remote control is used to switch to the 
selected channel) and receive (see col. 6, lines 29-32, the set top box receives 
programs from the satellite dish) a television broadcast and the stream data, 
comprising: 

a stream data server (transmission system, 108) for reproducing and transmitting 
(route) the stream data (see col. 5, lines 12-25); and 

the receiving apparatus (see fig 5 (120)) having reproducing means (see fig 5 
(524)) for receiving said stream data transmitted from said stream data server 
(transmission system, 108) and reproducing said received stream data (see col. 6, lines 
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29-65), switching means for switching an input between an input from said reproducing 
means (program on television) and another input (prerecorded version) (see col. 21, 
lines 1-11), and 

communicating means for communicating (request) with said stream data server 
(see col. 2, lines 13-18), 

wherein in the case where said input is switched from the input from said 
reproducing means to said another input by said switching means during the 
reproduction of said stream data by said reproducing means (see col. 1, lines 65-col. 2, 
line 8), 

in the case where said input is switched again from said another input to an input 
from said reproducing means by said switching means (see col. 1, lines 65-col. 2, line 8, 
switching can be done repeatedly from one input or channel to another). 

However, Sie et al. fails to specifically disclose said receiving apparatus 
transmits a stop request to stop the transmission of said stream data to said stream 
data server by said communicating means, 

said stream data server stops the transmission of said stream data by said 
stream data server in accordance with said stop request, 

said receiving apparatus transmits a start request to start the reproduction of said 
stream data from a position where the transmission of said stream data has been 
stopped to said stream data server by said communicating means, 

said stream data server reproduces said stream data from the position where the 
transmission of said stream data has been stopped and transmits said stream data to 
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said receiving apparatus in accordance with said start request, each transmitting source 
having a URL and history storing means for storing the URL of the transmitting source 
of the stream data and a stop point for each stream data that is stopped. 

Fuller discloses said receiving apparatus transmits a stop request to stop the 
transmission of said stream data to said stream data server by said communicating 
means (see col. 15, lines 65- col. 16, line 3), 

said stream data server stops the transmission of said stream data by said 
stream data server in accordance with said stop request (see col. 15, lines 65-col. 16, 
lines 1), 

said receiving apparatus transmits a start request to start the reproduction of said 
stream data from a position where the transmission of said stream data has been 
stopped to said stream data server by said communicating means (see col. 15, lines 39- 
56), and 

said stream data server reproduces said stream data from the position where the 
transmission of said stream data has been stopped and transmits said stream data to 
said receiving apparatus in accordance with said start request (see col. 16, lines 1-8). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Sie et al.'s invention with the above 
mentioned limitation as taught by Fuller for the advantage of going back to old channels 
at the point where the viewer left off. 
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However, Sie et al. and Fuller fail to specifically disclose each transmitting source 
having a URL and history storing means for storing the URL of the transmitting source 
of the stream data and a stop point for each stream data that is stopped. 

Bendinelli et al. discloses each transmitting source having a URL (see col. 2, 
lines 1-4, col. 5, lines 32-40) and history storing means for storing the URL of the 
transmitting source of the stream data and a stop point for each stream data that is 
stopped (see cited portion, but not limited to col. 4, lines 15-43, col. 5, lines 8-31, the 
memory (20) stores the URL of a television program and also stores particular stop 
points of the portions of the same program). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Sie et al. and Fuller's invention with the 
above mentioned limitation as taught by Bendinelli et al. for the advantage of identifying 
the stop area of a program. 

However, Sie et al. Fuller et al., and Bendinelli et al. fails to specifically disclose 
stream switching means for switching between two inputs from said reproducing means, 
said stream switching means pausing a first stream data at a stop point of the first 
stream data and reproducing a second stream data from a stop point of the second 
stream data when the stream switching means is actuated to change from the first 
stream data to the second stream data, said history storing means storing both the stop 
point of the first stream data and the stop point of the second stream data. 

Vasilevsky et al. discloses stream switching means for switching between two 
inputs from said reproducing means, said stream switching means pausing a first 
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stream data at a stop point of the first stream data and reproducing a second stream 
data from a stop point of the second stream data when the stream switching means is 
actuated to change from the first stream data to the second stream data, said history 
storing means storing both the stop point of the first stream data and the stop point of 
the second stream data (see paragraph 0058, fig 0007, fig 1 (162)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Sie et al., Fuller and Bendinelli et al.'s 
invention with the above mentioned limitation as taught by Vasilevsky et al. for the 
advantage of identifying the stop areas of both programs. 

Regarding claim 12, Sie at al., Fuller, Bendinelli et al. and Vasilevsky et al. 
disclose everything claimed as applied above {see claim 11). Sie et al. discloses the 
stream distribution system (see col. 6, lines 1-9) wherein the reception of the stream 
data from said stream data server and the transmission of said stop request (col. 15, 
line 43) or said start request (see col. 16, line 7, reactivate) to said stream data server 
are executed by different communicating means (see col. 15, lines 39-col. 16, lines 12). 

Regarding claim 13, Sie at al., Fuller, Bendinelli et al. and Vasilevsky et al. 
disclose everything claimed as applied above {see claim 11). Sie et al. discloses a 
stream distribution system (see col. 6, lines 1-9). 
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Fuller discloses in the case of transmitting said start request, an address (unique 
address) of an apparatus (room terminal, 208) is transmitted together with said start 
request (see col. 14, lines 66-col. 16, line 12). 

Regarding claim 14, Sie at al., Fuller, Bendinelli et al. and Vasilevsky et al. 
disclose everything claimed as applied above (see claim 11). Sie et al. discloses the 
stream distribution system (see col. 6, lines 1-9). 

Fuller discloses in the case of transmitting said start request, information showing 
said stream data server (col. 15, line 15, "channel 15") is transmitted together with said 
start request (see col. 15, lines 11 -col. 16, line 12). 

Regarding claim 15, Sie at al., Fuller, Bendinelli et al. and Vasilevsky et al. 
disclose everything claimed as applied above {see claim 11). Sie et al. discloses the 
stream distribution system (see col. 6, lines 1-9). 

Fuller discloses in the case of transmitting said start request, information showing 
the stream data (program) is transmitted together with said start request (see col. 16, 
lines 1-12). 

Regarding claim 21, Sie et al. discloses a receiving apparatus (see fig 5 (120)) 
which can switch (see col. 7, lines 7-9, the remote control is used to switch to the 
selected channel) and receive a plurality of stream data (see col. 6, lines 29-32, the set 
top box receives programs from the satellite dish), comprising: 
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reproducing means (see fig 5 (524)) for reproducing the received stream data 
(see col. 6, lines 55-65); 

switching means for switching an input between an input from said reproducing 
means (program on television) and another input (prerecorded version) (see col. 21, 
lines 1-11); and 

communicating means for communicating (request) with a transmitting source 
(server) of said stream data (program) (see col. 2, lines 13-18), 

wherein in the case where said input is switched from the input from said 
reproducing means to said another input by said switching means during the 
reproduction of said stream data by said reproducing means (see col. 1, lines 65-col. 2, 
line 8), 

in the case where said input is switched again from another input to an output 
from said reproducing means by said switching means (see col. 1, lines 65-col. 2, line 8, 
switching can be done repeatedly from one input or channel to another). 

However, Sie et al. fails to specifically discloses a stop request to stop 
transmission of said stream data is transmitted to the transmitting source of said stream 
data by said communicating means, a start request to start the reproduction of said 
stream data from a position where the transmission of said stream data has been 
stopped is transmitted to said transmitting source of said stream data by said 
communicating means, each transmitting source having a URL and history storing 
means for storing the URL of the transmitting source of the stream data and a stop point 
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for each stream data that is stopped, a stream data server configured to reproduce and 
transmit the stream data; and the receiving apparatus. 

Fuller discloses a stop request to stop transmission of said stream data is 
transmitted to the transmitting source (video server) of said stream data by said 
communicating means (see col. 15, lines 65- col. 16, line 3), and 

a start request to start the reproduction of said stream data from a position where 
the transmission of said stream data has been stopped is transmitted to said 
transmitting source of said stream data by said communicating means (see col. 15, 
lines 39-56). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Sie et al.'s invention with the above 
mentioned limitation as taught by Fuller for the advantage of going back to old channels 
at the point where the viewer left off. 

However, Sie et al. and Fuller fail to specifically disclose each transmitting source 
having a URL and history storing means for storing the URL of the transmitting source 
of the stream data and a stop point for each stream data that is stopped, a stream data 
server configured to reproduce and transmit the stream data; and the receiving 
apparatus. 

Bendinelli et al. discloses each transmitting source having a URL (see col. 2, 
lines 1-4, col. 5, lines 32-40) and history storing means for storing the URL of the 
transmitting source of the stream data and a stop point for each stream data that is 
stopped (see cited portion, but not limited to col. 4, lines 15-43, col. 5, lines 8-31, the 
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memory (20) stores the URL of a television program and also stores particular stop 
points of the portions of the same program), a stream data server configured to 
reproduce and transmit the stream data; and the receiving apparatus (see col. 6, 44- 
58). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Sie et al. and Fuller's invention with the 
above mentioned limitation as taught by Bendinelli et al. for the advantage of identifying 
the stop area of a program. 

However, Sie et al. Fuller et al., and Bendinelli et al. fails to specifically disclose 
stream switching means for switching between two inputs from said reproducing means, 
said stream switching means pausing a first stream data at a stop point of the first 
stream data and reproducing a second stream data from a stop point of the second 
stream data when the stream switching means is actuated to change from the first 
stream data to the second stream data, said history storing means storing both the stop 
point of the first stream data and the stop point of the second stream data. 

Vasilevsky et al. discloses stream switching means for switching between two 
inputs from said reproducing means, said stream switching means pausing a first 
stream data at a stop point of the first stream data and reproducing a second stream 
data from a stop point of the second stream data when the stream switching means is 
actuated to change from the first stream data to the second stream data, said history 
storing means storing both the stop point of the first stream data and the stop point of 
the second stream data (see paragraph 0058, fig 0007, fig 1 (162)). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Sie et al., Fuller and Bendinelli et al.'s 
invention with the above mentioned limitation as taught by Vasilevsky et al. for the 
advantage of identifying the stop areas of both programs. 

Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

7. Brown et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,868,225) discloses a multimedia program 
bookmarking system provides a bookmark function that allows the user to bookmark a 
program where he left off. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nnenna N. Ekpo whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1663. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 AM-5:00 PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Pendleton can be reached on 571-272-7527. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Nnenna N. Ekpo/ 
Patent Examiner 
February 6, 2009. 



/Brian T. Pendleton/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2425 



